
 

E3 AS A SOLUTION

3RD  
HIGHEST  

level of youth 
unemploy-
ment in the 

world

7.5 MILLION 
UNEMPLOYED 

youth (not in  
employment,  
education or 

training)

7,3%  
Of youth be-

tween the ages 
of 18-24 are  

unemployed

90%  
Have done 

some  
schooling…

South Africa 
has a poor 

mindset (low 
resilience, 

agency and 
self-efficacy)

Combined  
with POOR  

EDUCATION

...and an  
ABSENCE  

of an  
entrepreneurial 

culture

...meaning that 
SA SCORES 
LOWEST in 

Total Entrepre-
neurial Activity 
(GEM Report)

Stimulating ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP is 

crucial for a stable 
economy with high 

levels of employment

70% (9 million) 
jobs are provided by 
the small business 

sector in SA and 
millions more in the 

informal sector

STATE OF THE NATION

LOW THROUGH PUT RATES  
to university

EDUCATION

61% Of grade 
5 learners  

cannot add and 
subtract whole 

numbers

Out of 100 students who start school, 

50-60 will make it to matric;  

40-50 will pass; 14 will qualify to 

go to university; only 6 will get an 

undergraduate degree in 6 years.

78% Of 
grade 4 learn-

ers cannot read 
for meaning in 
any language

45% of SA schools are 
“COGNITIVE  

WASTELANDS” with 
not a single learner able to 

read or make inferences

SA is LAST  
in maths and  

science IN THE  
WORLD in 
TIMMS study

NATIONAL 
CRISIS!

SOME OF THE 2019 LEKGOTLA OUTCOMES:
• Strengthen early learning foundations
• Strengthen reading as a key priority in early grades
• Intensification of the roll out of ICTs in preparation for the  

4th Industrial Revolution
• Introduction of coding in early years
• Future competencies of data tech, knowledge, skills and  

attitudes in all curricula integrated in iterative ways
• Teacher skills developed

SOLUTION:  
REFORM 
THE  
SYSTEM
• ENTREPRENEURSHIP EXPANDED RIGOROUSLY ACROSS ALL SUBJECTS WITH  

ACTIVITIES BEING LEARNER-CENTRED AND CHALLENGE-BASED.



E3 AS A SOLUTION
 E3 is the DBE’s programme to 

REACH 25MILLION SOUTH 
AFRICANS  

over a 20 year programme

COMBINING the goodwill, the resolve, the  
resources, the access…E3 will reform the way 
teaching is taught and learning is learned so that:

• by EMPOWERING all South African  
TEACHERS to teach using the E3 pedagogy

• and having ALL students be engaged in learning 
and motivated to be “ENTREPRENEURIALS”

• then 100% of students in SA will complete 
school with the motivation to continue studying, 
get a job or start their own business thereby cre-
ating a NEW SA OF ENGAGED CITIZENS.

Students will leave school with a 
more self-reliant, solution-oriented 

mindset

They will be prepared either for  
further learning (EDUCATION), 

able to find jobs  
(EMPLOYABILITY) or prepared 

to start their own businesses  
(ENTREPRENEURSHIP)

E3 will DEVELOP PEDAGOGY 
and TRAIN TEACHERS so that 
learners have the skills required to 

BUILD THE ECONOMIC  
ENGINE of the country...

WHY?

HOW?

WHAT?

…by co-creating and  
embedding the  

ENTREPRENEURIAL  
MINDSET in youth

…through problem-solving,  
reflection, iteration and  

solution-oriented pedagogy

GOODWILL
E3 has access to massive leverage opportunities 

 to achieve this such as…

The full support and 
encouragement of the 

PRESIDENT

The whole of the 
EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT  
as a resource

World class 
curriculum input from 
INTERNATIONAL 
BEST PRACTICE 

freely shared

POWERFUL RESOURCES, 
experienced partners  
committed to giving  

freely such as:

NECT:  Change management 
expertise, scale and roll-out  
experience, curriculum experts, 
political/social/corporate access 
at all levels of society

NLF:  Access to all data on 
schools in the entire country 
with tech solutions that are 
tried and tested 

CIVIL  
SOCIETY 

ready to  
provide  

expertise 

BUSINESS 
SECTOR  

eager to be 
part of the 

solution

ACCESS TO  
MEDIA for promotion, 
exposure, lobbying and 
advocacy opportunities


